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Getting involved: Under Jim’s direction, 
AGG has become a leader in representing 
domestic violence victims in temporary 
protective order hearings. 

Jim’s interest in children’s issues started 
early on. His mother helped create 
Georgia’s first child advocacy program. 
Jim continues this commitment through his 
work with One Child, One Lawyer where 
he represents children in cases of neglect. 
This program in particular speaks to Jim, 
who asks, “What could be more important 
than representing a child in court?”

Jim is quick to add that Arnall Golden 
Gregory always has encouraged and 
recognized involvement in pro bono work. 
It has supported his interest in pro bono 
work and continues to encourage others 
in the firm to do pro bono work. The firm 
gives 50 hours of credit toward billable 
hours for pro bono work.

Part of the firm’s increased interest 
also stems from the energy and interest 
that new attorneys bring to the firm. Law 
schools now focus more on community 
involvement so new associates come to the 

firm with the well-planted idea that giving 
back to the community should be a part of 
their practice. 

Most memorable cases : The most 
memorable cases for Jim are the ones 
where he has been able to represent a victim 
against a particularly threatening and 
abusive perpetrator. The more egregious 
the violence, the more Jim has wanted to 
be involved because it was so clear that the 
victim needed a strong advocate on his or 
her side. Jim gets great satisfaction from 
standing up for what is right. 

Most difficult case: Jim says the most 
difficult cases are those where abuse is 
suspected but there is little corroborating 
evidence. 

Lessons: According to Jim, doing pro 
bono work makes you feel good because 
you are representing someone who really 
needs your assistance. It’s not financially 
rewarding, but the intrinsic rewards are 
equal and often surpass any financial 
rewards and are often realized much more 
quickly. Jim also notes that his family takes 
pride in his volunteer work, too. His wife 

often includes his pro bono work with 
domestic violence victims when describing 
what Jim does as an attorney. 

Advice to others: Jim says pro bono 
will be the most rewarding work you will 
do as an attorney. The more experienced 
you are, the more you can accomplish for 
your clients. The less experienced you are, 
the more you can gain from the experience. 
Second, Jim recommends choosing pro 
bono work that is interesting to you on a 
personal level. Jim suggests going to the 
AVLF Web site, www.avlf.org, and looking 
at the different opportunities that are 
available for pro bono work.

Pro bono for transactional attorneys: 
Jim believes that every attorney is equipped 
to do pro bono work. He jokes that anyone 
can pick up enough courtroom lawyering 
from watching “Judge Judy” or “Boston 
Legal.” On a more serious note, Jim 
suggests talking over cases with litigators 
in your firm or teaming up with a more 
experienced attorney. He also suggests 
observing someone else handling a case 
before you take one on yourself.  DR


